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“Everything we gain, comes from what we give.”  St. Teresa of Avila 
 

November 8, 2018 
 

Greetings from the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, 
 

Many things are going well in the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas.  There are 19 Priests and 3 Religious 
Sisters serving our 50 parishes (and working in various communities).  We are also blessed with good 
and experienced Lay Leaders working in their home communities, often leading Sunday and Funeral 
services for their people. Six of our Lay Presiders are taking Year II of the Aboriginal Lay Formation 
Program in Saskatoon.  We ordained Rev. Mr. Clarence Fisher as a Permanent Deacon on June 26 in 
Snow Lake. MB.  As well, we have a person from St. Theresa Point, MB who is taking the Deaconate 
Program in Winnipeg.  All in all, we are blessed with many good leaders throughout our Diocese. 

 

Because of your generosity, we have begun a much needed area of ministry. We have hired Christine 
Maracle as our Diocesan Coordinator of Healing Ministry.  Christine is of Mohawk and Dutch decent.  She 
has many years of experience in psychiatric nursing and has a degree in Theology as well. We are hoping 
that her skills will be a blessing for many of our people.  The programs we are focusing on deal with grief 
and trauma.  We want to help those who have suffered abuse to find a place to be heard and to find some 
tools for healing both emotionally and spiritually. Our hope is to also support those who are struggling 
with depression and thoughts of suicide.  Christine will be working out of our Diocesan Office in The Pas 
but will be traveling to many communities within our Diocese to deliver healing and grieving workshops.  
Your financial support helps us to work in this area of Jesus’ healing ministry. 

 

                                                       We continue to respond to the youth. In September of this year, we hired 
Jims Thomas Alackel as our Diocesan Youth Coordinator. He will be involved in supporting and 
implementing some of the youth programs throughout our Diocese.  Jims will also be helping to 
coordinate a Diocesan NET Team (National Evangelization Team) that joined our Diocese this October.  
The NET Team will be working with the youth for the next two years.  They have been trained in ministry 
with youth and they bring a lot of energy, creativity and openness to adventure. (They will be visiting 
several of our communities).  The NET Team is also working at understanding the many cultures in our 
communities so that we all can grow in appreciation of one another.  I am very grateful for the various 
ways we are engaging our communities and young people. With the support of these youth programs, 
and with the help of Jims, we are praying that this will encourage the youth of our Diocese to become 
leaders themselves. 

 

Through all of this, we are still working towards having more of our parishes become self-reliant. There are still many parishes that 
are struggling to pay their everyday costs for their Priests and to maintain their rectory and church.  Your gifts help us to aid and 
support the people who are called to minister to God’s people of the North.  
 

We would like to invite you to make a donation to our Archdiocese to continue supporting our Priests and Sisters, Lay Leaders, 
Healing and Youth and the generous work that they are doing.  They have accepted to live and serve God in some of the most isolated 
places in Canada.  
 

One of the easiest and most effective ways to make a contribution is through the automatic deduction plan.  You can contribute 
monthly and a tax receipt is issued yearly.  We encourage you to consider contributing in this manner.  It is an easy way to support 
our Archdiocese and the people we serve.  
 

I know that you have many requests to sort through and many of you are also experiencing 
your own financial challenges, but we would sincerely appreciate it if you would consider 
donating to our Archdiocese.  
 

 May God bless you and all your family, 

 
Archbishop Murray Chatlain 
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas 
                   

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRE-AUTHORIZED GIFT PLAN 
□ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month for ___ months.                    
□ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month on an ongoing basis.  
I hereby authorize the R. C. Episcopal Corporation of Keewatin (the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas) to withdraw funds as indicated 
above from my bank account on the 18th day of each month. (Please enclose a void cheque for bank information). 
 
Name:   _______________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
ONE TIME DONATION 
□ $50    □ $75    □ $100    □ $500   □ $1,000   Other:  ______ (Cheques can be made payable to R. C. Episcopal Corp of Keewatin).  All 
donations of $50 and above will automatically receive an income tax receipt.  If your donation is less than $50 and you wish to receive 
an income tax receipt, please check this box: £  Yes  
 

Please return the bottom portion of this form (and financial gift) to:  Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, P.O. Box 270, The Pas, MB  R9A 1K4  
The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas is a non-profit organization.  We respect your privacy and personal information.  We do not give out or sell our list of donors.  Please contact us 

if you have any questions: (204) 623-6152 ext. 4.  This authorization may be cancelled at any time with 15 days written notice.  Charity Reg #12813 6918 RR0004 
 
 

First Communion and Confirmation 
in Pine Channel, SK 

 

 
 Bishop Murray with newly 
ordained Permanent Deacon 

Clarence Fisher & Family 

Building a Memorial Garden 
in Cormorant, MB 

 
Jims and the NET Team with 
Fr. Joji in Wollaston Lake, SK 
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Archbishop Murray Chatlain, Priests, Sisters and Lay Leaders of the Diocese, attending the 
2018 Annual Diocesan Study Days in The Pas, Manitoba 

 

  Because of your financial support in 2017, we were able to: 
Start building a new church in Cross Lake, MB 

Hire a Diocesan Coordinator of Healing Ministry 
Bring in a NET Diocesan Team 

Hold our Diocesan Annual Winter Workshops 
Focus on youth programs and youth involvement 

Provide Lay Formation Leadership Workshops 
Support our Priests and Sisters 

Assist with costs for diocesan vehicle repairs and parish maintenance 
 

Last year we raised $231,125 which has truly made a huge difference for us. 
 

We ask you to consider supporting our Archdiocese and we are extremely grateful 
for any gift you are able to give. 

 

Maintaining Our Churches 
Many of our churches were built long 
ago and, like my own body, are now 
showing their age. St. Theresa Point, MB 
is a Roman Catholic Indigenous 
community.  Each year over 70 children 
receive First Communion and 
Confirmation.  The St. Theresa Church 
has significant structural problems.  The 
Parish has just started to fundraise to 
build a new church.  This, of course, will 
take several years to do. Pelican 
Narrows, SK is also fundraising to 
renovate or build a new church.  It is an 
active community with several of its 
parishioners taking the Aboriginal Lay 
Formation Program in Saskatoon. 
Wollaston Lake, SK has an old, too small 
church which will need replacing.  For 
the past 15 years, Cross Lake, MB has 
been fundraising for a new church.  With 
your support from the last two years, 
and with generous individual support, a 
new church is now being built.    
 

Youth Ministry 
We have a Youth Ministry Coordinator 
and a NET Team working in our North.  
We also had students from Western 
University in London, ON visit through 
the Northern Bridge Community 
Partnership Program.  We are grateful 
to have these groups of faithful young 
people visit our communities to inspire 
our youth to embrace God’s love.  We 
are also grateful that we have Elders in 
our communities who conduct Bible 
Camps during summer vacation. 

 
 

Our Ongoing Presence in the 
Communities 

Your financial support makes it possible 
to have 19 Priests and 3 Sisters minister 
to some of the most northernmost 
communities in our Diocese. They 
continue to work in conditions that are 
challenging and drive on very poor 
roads. Vehicle maintenance has been 
over $30,000 for 2018!  Travel is 
extensive. Some of our Priests are 
ministering to 5 parishes.  Your gifts help 
us to continue to serve the people in 
areas that are hard to drive to but a joy 
to minister in. 
 
 

 

 
  

 

A Few Facts About Us…. 
Total Population................................113,577 
Catholic Population.............................48,902 
Parishes with Resident Pastor..................14 

 Parishes without Resident Pastor.............36 
 Fly-in Only Communities………………………..14 
 
 Our culture is rich and diversified, made up 
 of approx. 82% First Nation (Cree, OjiCree, 
   Dene) and Metis and 18% Other.   
 
Of Note....On July 1, 2018 the boundaries of 
the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas were 
restructured to now include the Athabasca 
Region in northern Saskatchewan (Fond du 
Lac, Black Lake, Stony Rapids, Uranium City 
and Camsell Portage).  Sandy Lake, ON is 
now part of the Thunder Bay, ON Diocese. 

 
 

The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas 

 

 
Summer Bible Camp with Fr. Dhana and 

Elders in Pukatawagan, MB 

Fr. Messia at the Faith Family Retreat in 
St. Theresa Point, MB 

 

Beginning of Cross Lake Church 
 

 

 


