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“Remember that nothing is small in the eyes of God.  Do all that you do with love.”  St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

 
November 5th, 2019 
 
Greetings from the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, 
 

We began the month of October with The Feast of St. Thérèse of Lisieux. Thérèse was a cloistered 
nun who entered the convent at age 15 and passed away just a few years later at 24. Yet, even today, she 
shows us how we are called to be missionaries and how we can support their ministries.  

 
When I was first named Bishop of the Archdiocese, I appointed St. Thérèse as our Director of 

Personnel. I think she has done a fine job; we have a dedicated group of priests, sisters and lay leaders 
ministering in our diocese, and friends like you who unselfishly support their needs. 
 

We have 19 priests, three sisters and one deacon serving in our 50 parishes. Their travel costs and 
vehicle repair bills have already exceeded $73,000 in 2019.  As 14 of our missions are fly-in only, with ice 
roads available only in winter months, we estimate these costs will escalate for 2020.   

 
Still, and like you, I believe that it is essential that we have trained ministers travelling and on the 

ground in our missions and parishes to support local leaders and to pastorally respond to crisis and 
traumas. Your support helps us offer the presence of Christ’s healing when tragedy occurs.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archbishop Murray Chatlain, priests, sisters and lay leaders of the Diocese at the 2019 Annual Diocesan Study Days 
held in The Pas, MB. These workshops are vital in developing local leaders to bring God’s Word to our people, and to 
renewing our ministers spiritually. As our Archdiocese is so vast, costs to bring people together are quite high.      
 

The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas encompasses an area of over 430,000 kms spanning Northern 
Saskatchewan and Northern Manitoba and is home to 113,271 people. Our culture is rich and diversified, 
made up of approx. 78% First Nation people (Cree, Ojicree, Dene and Métis) and 22% of other ancestries.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
I sincerely thank all of you who helped us last year and who continue to make our ministries 

possible through your prayers and generous donations.  

Of our 50 parishes and missions, only 17 have a 
resident priest. Many of our priests are responsible 
for up to five parishes and regularly travel up to 250 
kms to minister and celebrate liturgies in remote 
communities. To make our ministries even more 
challenging, our diocesan boundaries were expanded 
in July 2018 to include the Athabasca Region in 
northern Saskatchewan (Fond-du-Lac, Black Lake, 
Stony Rapids, Uranium City and Camsell Portage).   
 
Thankfully, we have St. Thérèse looking out for us! 
We’re in good company. 
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