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“Remember that nothing is small in the eyes of God. Do all that you do with love.” St. Thérèse of Lisieux
November 5th, 2019
Greetings from the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas,
We began the month of October with The Feast of St. Thérèse of Lisieux. Thérèse was a cloistered
nun who entered the convent at age 15 and passed away just a few years later at 24. Yet, even today, she
shows us how we are called to be missionaries and how we can support their ministries.
When I was first named Bishop of the Archdiocese, I appointed St. Thérèse as our Director of
Personnel. I think she has done a fine job; we have a dedicated group of priests, sisters and lay leaders
ministering in our diocese, and friends like you who unselfishly support their needs.
We have 19 priests, three sisters and one deacon serving in our 50 parishes. Their travel costs and
vehicle repair bills have already exceeded $73,000 in 2019. As 14 of our missions are fly-in only, with ice
roads available only in winter months, we estimate these costs will escalate for 2020.
Still, and like you, I believe that it is essential that we have trained ministers travelling and on the
ground in our missions and parishes to support local leaders and to pastorally respond to crisis and
traumas. Your support helps us offer the presence of Christ’s healing when tragedy occurs.

Archbishop Murray Chatlain, priests, sisters and lay leaders of the Diocese at the 2019 Annual Diocesan Study Days
held in The Pas, MB. These workshops are vital in developing local leaders to bring God’s Word to our people, and to
renewing our ministers spiritually. As our Archdiocese is so vast, costs to bring people together are quite high.

The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas encompasses an area of over 430,000 kms spanning Northern
Saskatchewan and Northern Manitoba and is home to 113,271 people. Our culture is rich and diversified,
made up of approx. 78% First Nation people (Cree, Ojicree, Dene and Métis) and 22% of other ancestries.
Of our 50 parishes and missions, only 17 have a
resident priest. Many of our priests are responsible
for up to five parishes and regularly travel up to 250
kms to minister and celebrate liturgies in remote
communities. To make our ministries even more
challenging, our diocesan boundaries were expanded
in July 2018 to include the Athabasca Region in
northern Saskatchewan (Fond-du-Lac, Black Lake,
Stony Rapids, Uranium City and Camsell Portage).
Thankfully, we have St. Thérèse looking out for us!
We’re in good company.
I sincerely thank all of you who helped us last year and who continue to make our ministries
possible through your prayers and generous donations.

Because of you, we’ve been able to focus on programs geared to Youth aged six to 29 and Healing
initiatives throughout our diocese. The projected costs for both programs for 2019 is $140,000 (not
including expenses for the NET Team which focuses on youth evangelization). With your help, we will
continue supporting these two vital programs in 2020, as well as the cost to have trained ministers travel
and minister in diocesan communities; continue the work of repairing, maintaining and building new
churches; and furthering our support of local indigenous languages.
The United Nations has declared 2019 as the Year of Indigenous Languages. This summer at the
Lac St. Anne Pilgrimage, I was proud of residents of Sandy Bay and Pelican Narrows, SK as they hosted a
Mass celebrated almost entirely in the Cree language. This year and with your support, we will be able to
update our Indigenous Language hymnals and Sacramentary (Mass Prayers) for use in the diocese.
The new Cross Lake church, Holy Cross Parish, with Pastor Fr. Guru Prasad Mendem
MSFS. Residents of Cross Lake had been fundraising to build the church for over 15
years! Together with your support and funding from Catholic Missions In Canada,
Les and Irene Dubé and the dioceses of Saskatoon and Peterborough, we were able
to complete construction of this church in 2019. They were not alone in their need;
communities across our diocese need churches repaired and like Cross Lake
residents did, are working to building new churches for their families.

Here are highlights of other initiatives that your financial support helped make possible in 2018/2019:
·

Our Healing Coordinator, Christine Maracle, provided workshops on suicide, grief and trauma in
many of our communities, and was present during traumatic times for children, youth and adults
to provide comfort, support, and coping tools that enabled people to find strength in difficult times.

·

Our Youth Coordinator, Jims Thomas Alackel and the NET Team travelled to many of our
communities bringing the Word of God to children of the North. They also prepared community
youth leaders to share and teach other youth the lessons of our faith for when the team is not
present.

·

This past May, we held a two-day youth encounter retreat for youth of the diocese in The Pas. Over
30 youth aged 15 to 25 attended; some even drove 14 hours over gravel roads to attend!

Last year, through this appeal, we raised $208,000 which has made such a huge difference for us.
Thank you! Our goal this year is $250,000. I hope you’ll help us reach this important goal.
Our needs continue, but with your support and faithful guardianship of St. Thérèse, we will again
be able to respond to the growing pastoral needs of people in the diocese through programs such as these.
May we together be blessed in doing all that we do with love for Our Lord.
May God bless you and all your family,

Archbishop Murray Chatlain
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas
PS: Your donation – in any amount- will make a huge difference to so many people in our
northern Diocese of Keewatin-Le Pas. Your generosity helps us minister in the most northern
parts of Saskatchewan and Manitoba. We are very grateful for any gift you are able to give.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PRE-AUTHORIZED GIFT PLAN
□ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month for ___ months.
□ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month on an ongoing basis.
I hereby authorize the R. C. Episcopal Corporation of Keewatin (the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas) to withdraw funds as indicated
above from my bank account on the 18th day of each month.
(Please sign this form and enclose a void cheque for bank information).
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________

ONE TIME DONATION
□ $50 □ $75 □ $100 □ $500 □ $1,000 Other: ______ (Cheques can be made payable to R. C. Episcopal Corp of Keewatin). All
donations of $50 and above will automatically receive an income tax receipt. If your donation is less than $50 and you wish to receive
an income tax receipt, please check this box: £ Yes
Please return the bottom portion of this form (and financial gift) to: Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, P.O. Box 270, The Pas, MB R9A 1K4
The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas is a non-profit organization. We respect your privacy and personal information. We do not give out or sell our list of donors. Please contact us
if you have any questions: (204) 623-6152 ext. 4. This authorization may be cancelled at any time with 15 days written notice. Charity Reg #12813 6918 RR0004

