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“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to His purpose.”  Romans 8:28 
 
November 15, 2021 
 
Greetings from the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, 

 
As COVID continues in our world, we have found challenges and blessings. I pray for you and all of 

your families.  We take hope in knowing God brings good from all we entrust to Him.  
 
Below are three examples of particular needs where we hope and pray for your generous support. If 

there is a particular area you wish to contribute to, please mark that on your donation. 
 
St. Theresa Point, MB:  Some of you may 

remember, how last Easter Sunday, the church in our 
Catholic community of St. Theresa Point in northern 
Manitoba burned to the ground. It was a devastating 
blow for the First Nations community of just over 3,000 
people. Now together, we are in the process of building 
a new church. There is some insurance coverage, but 
present costs and the fact that there are no all season 
roads into the remote community means we will need 
extra funds to complete the work. Your gift will 
contribute to this rebuild and help the people of 
St. Theresa Point have a beautiful and spiritual gathering place for years to come. 

 
Essential costs: Because our parishes are often small, isolated and suffer economic hardships, most 

are unable to cover mission expenses such as heating and electrical bills, priestly salaries and travel costs. 
With your support, we can subsidize about 43 of our 50 communities. Some of the communities in our 
diocese see a priest just a few times a year. We do not have fancy vehicles but, as you may know from your 
own experience, northern roads leave us with a lot of vehicle repairs and upkeep costs! Your donation will 
allow us to have a priest travel to and visit all of our diocesan communities to minister the sacraments. 
 

Our diocese covers 430,000 sq kms and is home to nearly 
113,000 people of Métis, First Nations (Cree, OjiCree, Dene) and 
non-Native ancestry.  It’s a vast territory of northern Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, but just 17 priests, one religious sister and one 
deacon serve our 50 missions and parishes.  Fourteen of our 
missions are accessible only by small plane, and many of our 
priests are pastorally responsible for up to five communities. 

 
Your support eases that isolation by helping fund essential 

costs so that clergy and religious can travel throughout our 
diocese to share Christ’s message of hope.  Flight costs, vehicle 
maintenance and repair costs alone are over $80,026 this year. 

 
Every Child Matters: It has been a sad and emotional time as the news from different Residential 

School Cemeteries reminds us of the many children who did not come home. The Archdiocese of Keewatin-
Le Pas ran five Residential Schools. We are participating in prayers for and recognition of the children who 
suffered and died in Residential Schools.  Along with all Dioceses in Canada, we have a special fund for our 
Indigenous relations called TRC Healing and Reconciliation Fund. If you wish to donate to this fund, your 
gift will support programs and workshops aimed at healing and reconciliation efforts throughout the 
diocese.  
 

The needs of our diocesan ministries continue.  In 2020, the cost to run the diocese was $1,221,128 – 
a major portion of which went to missionary travel and salaries, and maintenance of churches and 
rectories.  That amount also included $440,819 for mission expenses, such as heating, maintenance and  
electrical bills. A number of our missions are just unable to pay their operating costs.  Your donation will 
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help subsidize these essentials, now and into the new year. 
 

Your generosity last year helped raise $290,296 to support the ministries of our Diocese.  
Thank you!  Our goal this year is $300,000.  I hope you will help us reach this important goal. 

 
Despite the pandemic, there are many instances of God’s love and activity in our North.  Here are 

some of the initiatives and blessings of 2020-2021: 
 

 With the planning of some of our local elders, we have begun a Cree Mass once a month at the 
Cathedral in The Pas. Many in the congregation during that first Mass wore orange shirts, and the 
spirt was one of celebration for the resilience and gift of the Cree language and culture. We hope to 
continue these celebrations on the First Sunday of each month.   

 
 This year we are creating a new edition of our Cree hymnal - thanks to the great work by 

community elders and Brother Tom Novak OMI. The last edition of the hymnal is over 30 years old! 
One of our elders said, “I use the hymnal to read the Cree lyrics to my grandchildren. It tells stories 
and values that are so important for my family.” 
 

 We continue to reach out virtually to parishioners by recording and making available Sunday 
liturgies from the Cathedral on our Youth Facebook page and YouTube channel.  Check these out at 
The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas on YouTube or https://www.facebook.com/KeewatinYouth.  
 

 Miraculously, this picture of St. Kateri survived the  
St. Theresa Point fire after it fell to the church basement.  
Every other picture and item in the church was destroyed.  
For all of us, it is a sign that we are cared for and that our  
faith has power to meet the world’s daily challenges that 
face us. 
 
I know how difficult these times are and the many demands 

on your shoulders.  If you are able to support our ministries this 
year, know that your gift is needed more than ever and will make 
a difference in the communities of northern Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan, now and in the months to come.  If you are unable 
to support us at this time, be assured of my gratitude for your 
past support and our prayers for the days ahead. 

 
In the words of St. Paul at the beginning of my letter, we not 

only hope but know that all things work for good and that we are 
called by God to serve him in this northern part of Canada.                                   
     
May God reward your generosity and protect you and all your loved ones, 

 
Archbishop Murray Chatlain 
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas 
 

 

PS:  Your donation – in any amount- will make a huge difference to so many people in our northern 
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas.  We are deeply grateful for any donation you can give. 

 

 
   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIFT PLAN 
□ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month for ___ months.                    
□ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month on an ongoing basis.  
I hereby authorize the R. C. Episcopal Corporation of Keewatin (The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas) to withdraw funds as indicated 
above from my bank account on the 18th day of each month. 
(Please sign this form and enclose a void cheque for bank information).   
 
Name:   _______________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
ONE TIME DONATION 
□ $50    □ $75    □ $100    □ $500   □ $1,000   Other:  ______ (Cheques can be made payable to R. C. Episcopal Corp of Keewatin).  All 
donations of $50 and above will automatically receive an income tax receipt.  If your donation is less than $50 and you wish to receive 
an income tax receipt, please check this box:   Yes   
 

Please return the bottom portion of this form (and financial gift) to:  Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, P.O. Box 270, The Pas, MB  R9A 1K4  
The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas is a non-profit organization.  We respect your privacy and personal information.  We do not give out or sell our list of donors.  Please contact us 

if you have any questions: (204) 623-6152 ext. 4.  This authorization may be cancelled at any time with 15 days written notice.  Charity Reg #12813 6918 RR0004 
 
 
 

 

 
St. Kateri Tekakawitha: pray for us. 


