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“So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord.” 

 Acts 14:3 
 
 
November 1, 2022 
 

My blessings and warm greetings to you from the Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas. 
 
I was pleasantly surprised this year by comments from our listening circles for the Synod.  Many statements 

inspired me, but one especially has stayed with me.  Dorothy said, “We need to be bold.”   
 
I think that’s true.  And thanks to you, here are some ways we are “going boldly” this year. 
 
Youth Ministry:   Our youth and their spiritual health are important to us. 

We are blessed to have two new Youth Coordinators, Katie Donovan Panchaud and 
Blessy Varghese, focusing on the needs of youth living throughout our vast 725,000 
sq km Archdiocese.  Katie and Blessy will help youth leaders implement parish 
programs and provide Confirmation retreats and workshops.  In Pukatawagan, MB, 
Fr. Dhana Amarlapudi MSFS will continue to help organize events such as guitar 
classes, sewing classes (to teach youth how to make ribbon skirts) and summer 
Bible camps with elders. Jesus Youth, an international Catholic movement that 
challenges young people to live meaningful and fulfilling lives, spent a few weeks 
this summer in Pelican Narrows and Sandy Bay,  SK.  Your gift will continue to help 
bring the Word of God to youth in some of our most remote parish areas. 
 

Healing: We are committed to continuing to work on healing and reconciliation within 
our diocese.   Sr. Delia Rubio RVM joined our team in September as our Healing and Religious 
Education Coordinator, and she will soon be joined by Sr. Bing.  Sr. Delia and Sr. Bing will travel 
throughout the diocese spending time with elders; listening to their concerns and the challenges 
they face in their lives, their communities and within the Church.  And thankfully, by partnering 
with Northern Bridge, in-person and virtual counselling will continue to be offered for people in 
our diocese struggling with trauma, grief and other related issues. 

 
In September, archdiocesan staff, clergy and a few lay leaders attended a Non-Indigenous Returning to Spirit 

“Roots of Reconciliation” workshop in Saskatoon.  Returning to Spirit is a four-day spiritual and personal journey 
workshop where participants work to discover how previously-held behaviours, judgements, assumptions or 
perceptions have left them stuck in a disempowering story.  In 2023, our diocese will hold an Indigenous Returning to 
Spirit “Roots of Reconciliation” workshop. A third workshop later in 2023 will bring both Non-Indigenous and 
Indigenous groups together so participants can share face-to-face conversations that empower them to create 
reconciliation on a broader community scale.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to you for helping us attend the Non-Indigenous Returning to Spirit Workshop in Saskatoon! 

 
This year, as you know, we witnessed history in Pope Francis’ visit to Canada.  Our diocese participated in 

gatherings at Maskwacis and Lac Ste. Anne.   While everyone is at a different place in their healing, these were 
significant spiritual events.  Watching the Pope bless the water at Lac Ste. Anne from his wheelchair was very moving 
for me.  I have been working at reconciliation for over 20 years and that work for all of us will continue for many years 
to come. 
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Lay Leaders:    Lay leaders are vital in our 
northern parishes; we have just 16 priests and one 
deacon serving people in the 50 missions and parishes 
of our diocese! Thankfully, lay leaders –who are 
community members themselves – are trained and 
qualified to hold lay-led Sunday services and funerals 
in the absence of a priest.  COVID has made the last 
few years even more challenging. The relationship 
between the Church and Indigenous peoples in our 
region is complex but very much continuing.  We are 
called to support lay leaders as much as possible.  
Your gift helps provide workshops, spiritual direction 
and support to those in ministries throughout their 
parish communities.   

 

The needs of our diocesan-wide ministries continue.  Our costs have increased – especially this past year due to 
rising costs for food and gas.  In 2021, it cost $1,358,538 just to run the diocese.  A major portion of that went to 
missionary travel and salaries, and maintenance and repair of churches and rectories.  That amount also included 
$385,917 for such necessities as heating, maintenance and electrical bills as a number of our missions are economically 
unable to pay their operating costs.  Your donation will help subsidize these essentials, now and into the new year. 
 

Your generosity last year helped raise $333,432 to support the ministries of our Diocese.  
Thank you!  Our goal this year is $350,000.  I hope you will help us reach this important goal. 

 

We have experienced many instances of God’s love and activity in our northern communities.  Here are some of 
the initiatives and blessings of 2021-2022: 

 

 We’ve continued to reach out virtually to parishioners through livestreaming the Rosary and broadcasting 
special events from the Cathedral on our Youth Ministry Facebook page and YouTube channel.  Check this out 
at The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas on YouTube or https://www.facebook.com/KeewatinYouth.  
 

 As some COVID restrictions ease, pilgrimages resumed in our northern communities.  Pine Channel, Sandy 
Island, Fr. Moreau’s and Lac Ste. Anne were well attended by many people from our archdiocese. 
 

 Synod Listening Circles were held in all of our parishes. These Circles have shown not only the blessings but the 
challenges each community faces: the hopes and struggles that people from our diocese live with on a daily 
basis. 
 

 September 13th, 2022 was the 100 Year Anniversary of the dedication of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Cathedral in The Pas.  Fr. Shantha Gandamalla MSFS and the Centennial Committee worked hard to provide 
archival displays showing the 100-year history of the Cathedral, which were seen and appreciated by many. 
 

I know how difficult these times continue to be, and the many demands placed on your shoulders.  If you are able to 
support our ministries now or over the next year, know that your gift is needed more than ever and will make a 
difference in the communities of northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan, now and in the months to come.  If you are 
unable to support us at this time, be assured of our gratitude for your past support and our prayers for the days ahead. 

 

In the words of St. Luke from the Acts of the Apostles, we need to speak and act boldly for the Lord and his 
people.  Thank you for your own generous boldness in supporting our efforts to share his Good News.                                                

           

May God reward your generosity and protect you and all your loved ones, 

 
Archbishop Murray Chatlain 
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas 
 

PS:  Your donation – in any amount- will make a huge difference to so many people in our northern 
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas.  We are deeply grateful for any donation you can give. 

 

  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PRE-AUTHORIZED GIFT PLAN 
□ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month for ___ months.             □ I wish to pledge $ _______ per month on an ongoing basis.                   
I hereby authorize the R. C. Episcopal Corporation of Keewatin (The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas) to withdraw funds as indicated 
above from my bank account on the 18th day of each month.   
(Please sign this form and enclose a void cheque for bank information).   
Please send e-transfers to finance@keepas.ca  (E-transfer Question: What is the Appeal?   E-transfer Answer: BAA2022) 
 
Name:   _______________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
ONE TIME DONATION 
□ $50    □ $75    □ $100    □ $500   □ $1,000   Other:  ______ (Cheques can be made payable to R. C. Episcopal Corp of Keewatin).  All 
donations of $50 and above will automatically receive an income tax receipt.  If your donation is less than $50 and you wish to receive 
an income tax receipt, please check this box:   Yes   
 

Please return the bottom portion of this form (and financial gift) to:  Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas, P.O. Box 270, The Pas, MB  R9A 1K4  
The Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas is a non-profit organization.  We respect your privacy and personal information.  We do not give out or sell our list of donors.  Please contact us 

if you have any questions: (204) 623-6152 ext. 4.  This authorization may be cancelled at any time with 15 days written notice.  Charity Reg #12813 6918 RR0004 
 
 

 
Lay Leader Workshop:  Beauval, SK 

 


