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December 17, 2025
Greetings of Peace and Joy from Archbishop-elect, Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI.

| am so happy to greet you all through this letter during this season of Advent.

As the above statement indicates, the Baby Jesus comes to us every day in various ways
and forms, through people and events. However, in December and during the Advent
season, our life is filled with lots of external preparations for Christmas, so much so that
all too often it is possible to miss Baby Jesus. When Baby Jesus was born in a manger,
only a few people recognized and welcomed Him into their lives. Unfortunately, that can
be possible for us too.

This year let us remember those who have been affected by the forest fires last summer
in our archdiocese, and who may find it hard to celebrate this Christmas. As Jesus, the
Word made flesh, came to be with us in Bethlehem, now we are invited to come together
to support those most in need, to be his presence to one another and to put flesh to his
love today. Let us remember that the purity of Baby Jesus was born in a very humble,
even a filthy place. He has come for all — the poorest, the homeless, the downtrodden, the
abandoned, the disadvantaged, and those who feel worthless.

Advent and Christmas are a gentle reminder for us to keep awake and prepare ourselves
to welcome into the cave of our hearts the One who brings Peace, Joy and Love, so that
we can share those gifts especially with those most in need.

| take this opportunity to wish you all a

May Baby Jesus give to us and unwrap for us the special gifts of deeper faith in Him, a
more profound hope in the future He has in store for us, and the ability to love others as

he has loved us.

Blessings,
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